[S. K. C.]
SOME MOKE AUSTRIC WORDS IN
INDO-ARIAN.
(BEAD BEFORE THE FIPTH ALL-INDIA ORIENTAL
CONFERENCE, LAHORE, NOVJKMBER, 1928.)
A new and a most important line of investigation has
been inaugurated by Dr. Jean Przjluski by his researches
into the philology of the Austric element in our Indian
Aryan speeches, beginning from Sanskrit downwards.
The presence in the Indo-Aryan speeches of a considerable
number of Austric words (allied, it would seem, more
to the Mon-Khmer than to the Kol or Munda group)
is of very great significance in the study of the origins
of the Hindu people and Hindu culture of Northern
India. These words demonstrate borrowing from Austric
dialects at a time when they were spoken by masses of
people, evidently on the Gangetic plains. The people who
spoke these Austric dialects have now merged into the
Hindu (or Mohammedan) masses of Northern India: they
have become transformed into the present-day Aryan-
speaking castes and groups of the country. The words
indicate the kind of objects, ideas, and institutions which
persisted and which the Aryan world had to adopt in
1 All references like [A 80(b)L [B 353-854] in the following notes
are to the vocabulary of Skeat and Blagden. The letter represents that
of the vocabulary under it. The names of the languages and dialects
as well as of authorities and sources are given in abbreviated form after
each word within brackets.